[Knowledge and evaluation of health-system reforms as reflected in social determinants].
Significant reforms have been instituted in Germany's health system in recent years. Although a number of studies have examined the population's knowledge of and attitudes towards the new regulations, little information is available on status-specific differences. This article examines the extent to which knowledge and evaluation of health policy measures is influenced by social determinants. The analysis draws on a survey conducted by the National Association of Statutory Health Insurance Physicians (Kassenärztliche Bundesvereinigung, 2009) based on a sample representative of the German population. In this context, 2 032 respondents aged between 18 and 79 years were interviewed on health-care policy issues. Results of bivariate analysis and logistic regression show that knowledge of the reform measures is significantly associated with educational level, age, and nationality. For example, respondents with the lowest level of formal education have an approximately four times higher risk as those with a higher level of formal education of not knowing about the health fund, and non-Germans have around twice the risk as Germans of not knowing about the reform measures. The main difference to emerge in respondents' EVALUATION of the reform measures is between East and West Germans. West Germans are significantly more likely than East Germans to evaluate the reform measures in negative terms. These status-specific differences in respondent knowledge can be attributed at least to some extent to the information asymmetry between patients and physicians/health-care providers. There is an urgent need for policy makers and care providers to render the reform measures transparent, accessible and comprehensible - especially to disadvantaged groups - to facilitate their effective implementation and positive evaluation.